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The Australian Mac Users Group-  Australia
New initiative announced

Nicholas Pyers  (Nicholas.P) [Macintosh User Group Resources]
Disc of the Month  DOTM  
Details of this initiative can be found at: Disk of the Month

ÒNow, I'm pleased to announce that as of January 2008 (for sale in February), I will be generating 
and releasing "generic" versions of all future "Disc of the Month" releases that ALL Australian Mac-
intosh User Groups will be able to download and then burn their own "branded" copies for sale to 
your membersÓ.
ÒThere are three discs already under development for release in the new year, starting in February;  
"Festive Fun Volume 02", "Celebrations Galore" and "Publishing House"  This will be the Þrst Disc 
released in 2008 and will include various applications to allow you to turn your Mac into a Publish-
ing House and produce your own CD/DVD labels, Flyers, Banners, Envelopes, Business cards 
and lots more... see the attached PDF for the promo ßyer. Also the CD Label is attached and the 
promo movie can be downloaded as a 5.6MB ZIP archiveÓ
The new online Macworld (Australia) Calendar - Macworld 

Upgraded to Leopard? Need a Book?
Angus and Robertson- upstairs Grand Central- has three dif-
ferent books on Leopard, including D Pogue ÒThe Missing 
ManualÓ

Grab
There is a free program that comes with recent Macs called 
ÒGrabÓ for copying part or all of the screen for inclusion in 
your work. However an easier approach is to use: Command-
Shift-3 to capture a picture of the entire screen, or Command-
Shift-4 to capture part of the screen.

Using Special Characters ~#à! !" ´ !
Compiling a document and you want to type in an umlaut or 
some other special character? Depends a bit on the program 
you are using, however in Pages, go to Edit and Select ÒSpe-
cial CharactersÓ to discover a comprehensive list. 
In Word, you use the special ÒCharacter PaletteÓ found under 
the Edit menu after you click System preferences, and select 
International. Click on Input Menu and click the checkbox 
alongside Character Palette and click ÒShow Input Menu in 
Menu BarÓ. Then when appropriate in the document, select 
Edit--> Special characters or the Input Menu and select Char-
acter Palette.

Automatically Restart a Crashed Program?
Details to be found at Crashes

Font Book
Do you have conßicting fonts?  Over time, your computing 
can result in more than one copy of a particular font, and 
sometimes this can cause problems to a particular program 
you are attempting to use. Symptoms may include printing 
problems and affect the way the text appears on the screen. 
Rarely such font conßicts may cause your computer to crash 
or even refuse to boot up.
To Þnd out, go to Font Book in Applications. There you will 
see a list of fonts. Fonts that have bullet points next to them 
have conßicts.  You can easily solve this problem. Click the 
little triangle next to the name of the font. The drop down list 
will detail the number of the same font you have. Click on a 
font variation with a bullet point.  Go to Edit and choose ÒRe-
solve DuplicatesÓ and choose OK. Also have a look in your 
User and (if installed) the Classic Mac OS folder. 

Comparing Photos in iPhoto?
In the latest versions of iPhoto is a special technique for com-
paring (after making a duplicate) changes you make to a 
photo, and the original photo; or you can use it to simply 
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compare two different photos. Choose two or more photos, or 
a photo and itÕs duplicate and click on the Òfull screenÓ icon 
in the bottom left hand side of the screen. By moving the cur-
sor to the bottom of the screen you will reveal the Toolbar for 
you to use on any of the selected photos. Moving the cursor to 
the top of the screen reveals the horizontal image browser. 
You can select photos from it to include in the large window.
If you have selected three or more photos, clicking on another 
photo image in the horizontal browser will replace the photo 
below (you previously selected/clicked it) with the one you 
have just selected. To increase the number of photos to be 
compared, hold down the Command key and click on the 
selected photo in the horizontal image browser.

Got a Computing Problem? Need Help?
Might just be at Help

Uninstalling an Application
Sometimes an Application comes with an ÒUninstallÓ func-
tion as well. Go back to the Application folder and click on 
the ÒUninstallÓ and follow any instructions.  Just as easy is to 
go to Applications and drag the icon to Trash. This does not 
completely remove all traces of the program. You can down-
load (free) an application off the net called AppDelete which 
will round up all Application created Þles and move them to 
Trash. To get a copy of AppDelete refer to the notes on Free-
ing Up the Hard Drive on the TAAMUG website (or click on     
AppDelete)

The File Path?
Want to know the location of a Þle. If the Þle is open on the 
Desktop, up the top, in the centre, is the Þle name. Command 
click on this name and it will reveal the Þle path describing 
the source location of the Þle.

Problems with Slow Functioning Entourage
Does Entourage take an eternity between commands?   Boot 
Entourage holding down the Option Key. The result will be 
Database Manager! Choose ÒSet Database PreferencesÓ in the 
Database Utility window. Choose ÒContinueÓ and disable the 
ÒPerform Database Integrity Check in the BackgroundÓ. This 
should stop the slow functioning of the program.

A Helpful Site
OS X Hints

Want to Buy a Webcam?
Hold on! Do you own a digital video (DV) camera? Can you 
connect it to your computer through the FireWire port? If so, 
you probably have a better solution than spending money on a 
webcam! Check it out.

Some Good Freeware  www.FreeMacWare.com  
DockX customize your MacÕs dock and to create your own 
dock themes  
Charting Equities enabling the long-term investor to par-
ticpate in a more informed manner regarding their portfolios.  

FPlayer FPlayer is a free application that will allow the user 
to easily play ßv (Flash Video) Þles on your Mac.
TotalTunes Control will control the iTunes on your Mac 
without its window,
SpotInside is a small and free tool that helps you search 
documents and preview their contents.
iPhoto Batch Enhancer helps you apply editing choices to a 
batch of photos. 
Pomoto is a new way to publish your iPhoto library to the 
web. 
Quickscale is used for reducing the dimensions of photoÕs, 
without losing of quality. 
HoudahGeo You can ÒpinÓ photos to the geographic locations 
where they were taken using Google Earth.
Personal Finance Manager Great for managing accounts and 
expenses, using single or double entry accounting. 

The Wireless Age
In 1999 Apple was the Þrst maker of computers to incorporate 
wireless technology  (AirPort)  or wi-Þ into its laptops; it was 
the Þrst to offer Bluetooth. It has led the way in developing 
wireless technology. 

Currently Apple is investigating and developing the beneÞts 
of this technology further.  The new MacBook Air is based on 
maximising wireless technology (Airport Extreme and Blue-
tooth 2) for data transfer and communications. The computer 
does NOT have an internal CD/DVD drive, preferring to 
wirelessly connect (using Remote Disc)  with the optical 
drive of a nearby Mac or PC! At this stage Remote Disc is 
limited to data only, and cannot remotely play CDÕs or 
DVDÕs.  There is a soon-to-be-released Mac OS X update to 
improve Remote Disc bringing it to all wireless Macs and 
allowing the wireless booting of Intel Macs. This will un-
doubtedly hurry up the obsolescence of network cables.
At the recent Macworld Expo Apple released Time Capsule 
which will allow wireless backups of LeopardÕs Time Ma-
chine, and introduced the iPod Touch to the wireless technol-
ogy. So where is all this heading? The (Multi-Touch)Mac, 
iPod Touch and iPhone will each be able to run, wirelessly, 
the same applications!
Colin McGuire
29.01.08
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